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WALSOKEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Walsoken Parish Council Meeting held at Walsoken Village Hall
 on Wednesday the 4th of March from 7.00pm

Present: Councillors: John Woolley – Vice Chair, Lynn Clarke, Clive Bettinson, Chris Luff, David Plant.
Borough/County Councillor- Julian Kirk and Chris Dawson
Lynn Ottaviano, Parish Clerk


1. Welcome by Chairman and Public Participation. 
In the Chairman’s absence, Vice Chairman Woolley chaired the meeting. No public present.
2. To accept apologies and reasons for absence. Apologies:  Cllr Houghton; illness, Cllr Leach; holiday, Cllr Harwin; other engagement. Council approved all absences.
3. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, and to consider any requests for dispensations. 
None.
4. The notes from the meeting held on the 7th of January to be approved as minutes and signed by the Chairman. Signed by Cllr Woolley, council in agreement.
5. Clerk’s report on matters outstanding: 
5.1 Gov.uk emails
The clerk reported that the gov.uk emails have been set up with the provider Cloud Next and that she would be emailing them out to councillors before the next meeting. 
5.2 Litter picking location.
The clerk had received a request for litter to be picked at the orchard behind the pumping station on Burrett Road.  After a discussion it was decided that this would not be suitable as this is private land.
6. To receive reports and updates from outside bodies or local organisations: 
6.1 County and Borough Councillors’ reports.
Councillor Kirk has emailed his report to the council, clerk to put on website. He also reported that HMS Trumpeter is docked at the King’s Lynn pontoon for anyone who would like to visit.
Councillor Dawson reported on attending a meeting about MVV Environment Ltd grants. The Cambridgeshire Community Fund will administer the grants, and a board will sit to decide who qualifies. Walsoken is definitely in the catchment area for grant applications. There will also be a separate stream of funding regarding right of way.
Councillor Dawson has emailed out relevant correspondence to the council on a regular basis.
6.2 Churchyard matters
Work on the new church gates has not yet started due to adverse weather conditions but will hopefully start soon. 
7. To note any general correspondence.
7.1 Bins: awaiting licences.
Clerk to chase bin and dog bin licence applications.
8.Highway matters – any problems to report.
The problem with potholes in the roads was discussed. Cllrs Kirk and Dawson recommended reporting these on the Norfolk County Council website.
9.To note all planning applications: 
9.1To receive results of applications, decisions, appeals and enforcements.
No new applications.
Cllr Bettinson reported on a previous planning decision at Biggs Road. He reported that wastewater from the site has been discharged into the surrounding ditch and smells. Clerk to report this to the planning enforcement department and the Environment Agency.
9.2 To receive new applications and comment. (Any applications received after the date of this agenda and before the meeting date will be considered).
No new applications.
10.Finance 
10.1 To approve payments, bank reconciliation and statements for September and October 2025.

[bookmark: _Hlk219796746]Proposed by Cllr. Bettinson, seconded by Cllr. Plant

12/01/2026	Volunteer vouchers (Xmas)		£30.00
12/01/2026	Remembrance wreathes		£40.00
12/01/2026	MS Office subscription		£24.99
15/01/2026	Lynn Ottaviano (clerk)		£269.07
20/01/2026	Streetlight power			£495.94
28/01/2026	Barclays acct closure		£118.40
31/01/2026	Bank service charge			£6.00
							£984.40
			
06/02/2026	NL McCourt grass cutting		£233.20
09/02/2026	J Campion tree purchase		£42.00
12/02/2026	RSPB bird boxes			£100.80
16/02/2026	Lynn Ottaviano (clerk)		£269.07
27/02/2026	Scribe subscription			£331.20
28/02/2026	Bank service charge			£6.00
								£982.27




10.2 To approve known payments for January and February 2025. Note, due to the early date of this meeting any payments received after the meeting will be forwarded for approval.

· Clerk’s salary £253.07
· Clerk’s expenses £16
· Light maintenance £30
· Grass cutting £233.20
· Bank charge £7

Proposed by Cllr. Bettinson, seconded by Cllr. Plant. Cllr Clarke requested to attend a course run by NPTS on Community Engagement. This will cost £62.40. Proposed by Cllr. Bettinson, seconded by Cllr. Plant. Council in agreement. Cllr Clarke to report back at the next meeting.
11. To receive items for the next agenda.
None. The Clerk reminded Councillors that the next meeting will be after the Annual Parish Meeting.
12. Next Meeting will be on the 6th of May 2026 from 7.00pm at the Village Hall following the Annual Parish Meeting at 6.30pm.
Meeting ended at 7.45pm, the Vice Chairman thanked councillors for attending.


Signed ……………………….………….		Date …………….…….……
