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WALSOKEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Walsoken Parish Council Meeting held at Walsoken Village Hall
 on Wednesday the 7th of January from 7.00pm

Present: Councillors: Fred Leach - Chair, John Woolley – Vice Chair, John Harwin, Lynn Clarke and Clive Bettinson.
Borough/County Councillor- Julian Kirk.
Lynn Ottaviano, Parish Clerk


1. Welcome by Chairman and Public Participation. 
No public present.
2. To accept apologies and reasons for absence. Apologies: Cllr. Snow; personal reasons, Cllrs Luff, Plant and Houghton; illness. Council approved all absences.
3. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, and to consider any requests for dispensations. 
None.
4. The notes from the meeting held on the 5th of November to be approved as minutes and signed by the Chairman. Proposed Cllr. Clarke, seconded Cllr. Harwin, council in agreement.
5. Clerk’s report on matters outstanding: 
5.1 Gov.uk emails
The clerk reported the cost of transferring to gov.uk emails to the council. Cllr Kirk reported on what other local councils are doing. After a short discussion, it was decided to go ahead with the emails for the clerk and councillors. Proposed Cllr. Clarke, seconded Cllr. Leach, council in agreement. Clerk to arrange.
5.2 Burrett Road verge parking
The clerk has printed letters to give out to the residents of Burrett Road; council suggested these be given to Cllr. Houghton at the next meeting to distribute.
5.3 Bird/bat boxes
The clerk discussed the limited response to the posters offering free bird/bat boxes. Other locations to distribute posters were discussed. Cllr. Plant has kindly produced some more smaller posters; these were given to other Cllrs. to put out in the village. It was decided to buy six boxes in the meantime. Clerk to arrange and to discuss funding offered by Cllr. Dawson for this.
5.4 Councillor vacancy
There were no calls for an election in the allotted period and so the vacancy can now be co-opted.
5.5 Griffin Close planning application
The Clerk reminded councillors that the planning committee meeting for Griffin Close is on the 12th of January for those that want to attend in person or remotely.
6. To receive reports and updates from outside bodies or local organisations: 
6.1 County and Borough Councillors’ reports.
Councillor Kirk has emailed his report to the council, clerk to put on website.
6.2 Churchyard matters
Cllr. Leach reported that there is a tree that needs replacing, he will look into this. Work on the new church gates has not yet started due to adverse weather conditions. The clerk has chased the quotations for next year’s grass cutting but has received no response. After discussion, it was decided to carry on with the current company for grass cutting, Tawny Owl as they did a good job last year. Proposed by Cllr. Leach, seconded Cllr. Harwin, council in agreement.
7. To note any general correspondence.
7.1 Freebridge Housing
The housing association are looking into the overhanging branches on Burrettgate Road.
7.2 Bugel player (Remembrance Day) 
Cllr. Houghton who raised this point was not at the meeting, to be discussed at a later date.
7.3 Memorial plaque renovation
After a short discussion, it was decided that this was not necessary as it had been recently refurbished.
8.Highway matters – any problems to report.
Cllr. Clarke reported the broken 30mph sign from Burrettgate Road; she has rescued it. Possibly to be repaired or to discuss with the Highways Department. The clerk reported that she has still not had any response from Andy Wallace at the Highways Department regarding the several issues outstanding. Clerk to contact Jason Moorse instead.
9.To note all planning applications: 
9.1To receive results of applications, decisions, appeals and enforcements.
The clerk has contacted planning enforcement about a floodlight that has been erected on the Biggs Road travellers’ site; awaiting a response. The council requested an update from King’s Lynn council regarding planning conditions that were to be put in place by a certain date. Clerk to email planning.
9.2 To receive new applications and comment. (Any applications received after the date of this agenda and before the meeting date will be considered).
No new applications.
10.Finance 
10.1 To approve payments, bank reconciliation and statements for September and October 2025.
[bookmark: _Hlk219796746]Proposed by Cllr. Clarke, seconded by Cllr. Harwin. Documents signed by Chairman Leach.

17/11/2025	HMRC	PAYE				£49.80
17/11/2025	Lynn Ottaviano	Wages		£219.27
30/11/2025	Unity Trust	Bank charges		£6.00
							£275.07

			
02/12/2025	N McCourt	grass cutting		£233.20
16/12/2025	Lynn Ottaviano	Wages		£269.07
31/12/2025	N McCourt	grass cutting		£233.20
31/12/2025	Unity Trust	bank charges		£6.00
								£741.47

10.2 To approve known payments for January and February 2025. Note, due to the early date of this meeting any payments received after the meeting will be forwarded for approval.

· Clerk’s salary £253.07
· Clerk’s expenses £16
· Light maintenance £30
· Bank charge £7
· Electricity £495.94
· Reimbursement to Cllr. Leach for 2 remembrance wreaths £40
· Reimbursement to clerk for Norton security package £24.99
Proposed by Cllr. Clarke, seconded by Cllr. Harwin. 
10.3 Precept amount for 2026/27 to be decided
The clerk informed the council of the current balance of all bank accounts. The budget had been circulated at the previous meeting. After discussion it was decided to apply for a 5% increase to £15, 368 for the precept for the coming financial year. Proposed by Cllr. Woolley, seconded by Cllr. Clarke, agreed by council. 
It was brought to the council’s attention by Cllr. Leach that an old Barclays bank account is still open unbeknownst to anyone. This only came to light recently when a previous clerk informed Cllr. Leach. There is a negative balance of £112.16 due to bank charges. Cllr. Leach requested that this amount be provided to close the account; proposed by Cllr. Woolley, seconded by Cllr. Clarke, all council in agreement.
11. To receive items for the next agenda.
None.
12. Next Meeting will be on the 4th of March 2026 from 7.00pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting ended at 8.40 pm, the Chairman thanked councillors for attending.


Signed ……………………….………….		Date …………….…….……
