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WALSOKEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Walsoken Parish Council Meeting held at Walsoken Village Hall
 on Wednesday the 5th of November from 7.00pm

Present: Councillors – Fred Leach - Chair, John Woolley – Vice Chair, John Harwin, Lynn Clarke, Chris Luff, Clive Bettinson, Andy Houghton and David Plant.
Borough/County Councillor- Julian Kirk, and Chris Dawson (arrived 19:15).
Lynn Ottaviano, Parish Clerk
Two members of the Public

1. Welcome by Chairman and Public Participation. 
Chairman Fred Leach welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited the members of the public to speak to the council. They asked the council to support their planning application at Griffin Close. They detailed the reasons why the application had been previously refused. To be discussed later in the meeting under agenda item 9.1.
2. To accept apologies and reasons for absence. Apologies: Cllr. Snow; personal reasons, council approved absence.
3. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, and to consider any requests for dispensations.
Cllr. Houghton declared his interest in item 5.4 on the agenda as lives on Burrett Road.
4. The notes from the meeting held on the 3rd of September to be approved as minutes and signed by the Chairman. Proposed Cllr. Bettinson, seconded Cllr. Plant.
5. Clerk’s report on matters outstanding: 
5.1 NCC update (trod, speed limits, passing places repair)
The clerk reported the cost of the trod to the council. Funding opportunities from MVV Environment Ltd were discussed. With regards to the other matters,  NCC Highways representative would like to come to the village to meet to discuss these issues. Cllrs Leach and Woolley will meet him; clerk to contact NCC.
5.2 Bins update
The clerk gave an update on the costs of buying a new bin versus having the existing bins emptied. Following discussion, it was decided to purchase a new bin to be sited on Chapnall Road. Proposed by Cllr Harwin, seconded by Cllr Houghton. This will be discussed at the meeting with NCC regards location being suitable.
5.3 Gov.uk emails
The clerk discussed the options of one free email account for her or email accounts for all councillors. Clerk to get some quotations for councillor emails and bring to next meeting.
5.4 Burrett Road verge parking
Discussion about the issue of verge parking on Burrett Road and problems with damage to verges and its effects on driving visibility. Decided that the clerk write to the residents asking them to refrain from parking on the verges.
5.5 Bird/bat boxes
It was decided that the clerk would put a message on the council website offering free bird/bat boxes to see what the uptake would be like before purchasing anything.
5.6 Resignation of councillor
The clerk reported to the council that Cllr Taylor has resigned. Awaiting poster from Electoral Services to advertise for vacancy. Clerk to write to thank Cllr Taylor.
6. To receive reports and updates from outside bodies or local organisations: 
6.1 County and Borough Councillors’ reports
Cllr Kirk has emailed out his report which has been circulated to councillors. He informed the council that a new monitoring officer is being recruited. He offered funding support for community groups and infrastructure. 
Cllr. Dawson discussed verge parking and his meeting about the pavement policy in January; he hopes to encourage the police to be more involved. He offered support of funding for various issues including the bird/bat boxes. Cllr Dawson has provided updates and information since the last meeting which have been sent to councillors.
6.2 Churchyard matters
The clerk is in the process of getting quotations for next year’s grass cutting. With regards to the church gates, the clerk is still awaiting an official quotation; Cllr Leach will chase this up.
7. To note any general correspondence.
7.1 CIL email: The name for CIL will be changing.
7.2 Police Crime Commissioner: It was agreed to invite the Police Crime Commissioner to the next meeting.
7.3 Parish Partnership Funding - deadline is the 1st of December.
7.4 Police Operation Radium – agreed to put a poster on the noticeboard and a note on the website.
8.Highway matters – any problems to report.
None.
9.To note all planning applications: 
9.1To receive results of applications, decisions, appeals and enforcements.
· 25/01675/O Proposed Custom/Self-Build Dwelling at land Rear of 1 to 3 Griffin Close Walsoken Norfolk
· Update on 25/01533/F Proposed static caravan to be used as an annex to the existing dwelling at Paddocks Lynn Road  Walsoken Wisbech PE14 7AP
The clerk circulated a map of the site of 25/01675/O to councillors. Application previously discussed by two members of the public. Following discussion, the council agreed that the application should be supported; proposed by Cllr Woolley, seconded by Cllr Leach. Cllr Kirk stated that he supported this application being called in to committee. Clerk to email the planning department detailing the council’s support of the application.
With regards to planning application 25/01533/F, clerk still awaiting reply from planning department. Clerk to chase.
9.2 To receive new applications and comment. (Any applications received after the date of this agenda and before the meeting date will be considered).
No new applications.
10.Finance 
10.1 To approve payments, bank reconciliation and statements for September and October 2025.
Proposed by Cllr Clarke, seconded by Cllr Plant
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10.2 To approve known payments for December 2025. Note, due to the early date of this meeting any payments received after the meeting will be forwarded for approval.
· Clerk’s salary
· Clerk’s expenses
· HMRC
· Grass cutting
· Light maintenance
· Bank charge
10.3 Proposed budget for 2026/27
The clerk circulated the proposed/draft budget for 2026/27. Chairman Leach asked the councillors to review this for discussion and decision on precept at the next meeting.
11. To receive items for the next agenda.
· Grass cutting quotes
· Budget 2026/27
· NCC meeting update
12. Next Meeting will be on the 7th of January 2026  from 7.00pm at the Village Hall.  
Meeting ended at 8.25 pm, the Chairman thanked councillors for attending.


Signed ……………………….………….		Date …………….…….……
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01/09/2025N L McCourtgrass cutting £233.20

05/09/2025L Ottaviano MS 365 subscriptions £84.99

05/09/2025L Ottaviano CiLCA 50% payment £225.00

05/09/2025F Leach Litter picking equipment £19.94

09/09/2025Walsoken Village HallHall hire  £38.00

09/09/2025HMRC PAYE £66.47

15/09/2025L Ottaviano Wages £219.27

15/09/2025HMRC PAYE £49.80

29/09/2025Cozens Ltd Street light maintenance £30.00

30/09/2025Unity Trust BankBank charge £6.00

£972.67

02/10/2025N L McCourtgrass cutting £233.20

13/10/2025Npower electricity £729.70

14/10/2025L Ottaviano Wages £269.07

24/10/2025Npower electricity £324.72

31/10/2025N L McCourtgrass cutting £233.20

31/10/2025Unity Trust BankBank charge £6.00

£1,795.89


