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WALSOKEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Walsoken Parish Council Meeting held at Walsoken Village Hall
 on Wednesday the 8th of January 2025 from 7.00pm
Present: 
Councillors – Fred Leach - Chairman, John Woolley – Vice Chairman, John Harwin, Clive Bettinson, Lynn Clarke (arrived 19:20), Julian Kirk, Chris Dawson and Lynn Ottaviano, Parish Clerk

No members of the Public

1. Welcome from Chairman to everyone.
Public Participation – to allow public participation (3 minutes per speaker, up to a maximum of 15 minutes in total). None 

2. Apologies Cllrs Jenny Snow, Chris Luff, Jo Taylor, Andy Houghton.

3. Declarations of Interest of any items on the agenda and to consider any requests for dispensations. None 

4. Approval of the Parish Council Meeting minutes held on the 14th of November 2024 were proposed by Cllr Bettinson, seconded by Cllr Leach and approved by all present at that meeting. 

5. Matters Arising – to record matters arising from the last meeting: 
5.1 2025/26 budget

Copies of the draft budget were handed out to the councillors by the clerk. The draft budget had been discussed at the previous meeting. The Clerk confirmed that the precept must be applied for before 31st January 2025. Chairman Leach discussed the 2 proposed precept figures on the draft budget of a 3% and 5% increase on last year. At this point, Councillor Kirk stated that neither 3% nor 5% would be adequate. He stated that some of his other parishes were requesting a 15% increase and even 30% in some cases. He stated that costs will be increasing next year and as of May, there may not be a councillor allowance from the District Councillor. Councillor Dawson also mentioned the increases in expenditure for next year. After further discussion, Councillor Leach proposed an increase in the precept of 10% which was agreed by the Council. The Clerk completed the precept request form under supervision of the Chairman. Clerk to post precept request form before 31st January 2025.

5.2 Update on speed survey results

There was a discussion about the speed survey results and how the roadworks had probably affected the results. Further discussion was held about the speed survey company and how they had completed checks before the survey started which showed no issues on the stretch of road to be surveyed.  Cllr Dawson stated that the only way to resolve the issue was to repeat the survey. He stated that he may have some funding for this. 

5.3 Sleight’s Drive update

Cllr Leach stated that he is not happy with the proposal to carry out work on Sleight’s Drive. He stated that he has concerns about the upkeep of the area after the work has been completed and that the Borough Council will not maintain the area and so the area would revert to how it is now. Cllr Clarke asked if the residents could maintain the area? After further discussion about the use of the area and the goalposts which have been erected there, it was decided to discuss the issue again at the next meeting when more Councillors may be present.

5.4 Defibrillator battery replacement

Cllr Clarke stated that the hairdressing business has not yet been sold and so doesn’t know any more about whether the defibrillator box will be run by the new owners. There was a discussion about fundraising for a new battery and Cllr Kirk suggested looking into sponsorship by a charity called London Hearts. Cllr Kirk will speak to Janet Luck the guardian of the defibrillator to see if parishes pay for their own batteries. Clerk to check with London Hearts.


6. To receive reports: 
6.1 Councillors’ reports of villagers’ concerns, highway issues, allotments, and street lighting. 
Cllr Bettinson spoke of the ongoing issue of Biggs Road requiring resurfacing. It was also stated that Station Road needs resurfacing too. Cllr Kirk will discuss this with Andrew Wallace at NCC to see if he can come and visit the area to see the problems. Clerk to also email Andrew Wallace and Jason Moorse.

6.2 County and Borough Councillors reports 

Cllr Kirk discussed the uncertainty of devolution and his concern about losing the long history of King’s Lynn Borough Council. Cllr Dawson spoke at length about devolution. He stated that local government doesn’t work at present and needs to be reorganised, and this may be an opportunity to make changes for the better. He stated that he hoped that Adult & Social Care would go to the mayor under a new system and that there would be Mayoral elections in 2026. 

Cllr Kirk provided an update on the flooding at Wheatley Bank and said this may now be sorted as the cottage has insurance to pay to replace the pipe.

6.3 Clerk Report
The clerk gave updates on the telegraph pole enquiry. The pole is being installed as part of a fibre rollout. The pole is being installed to carry a cable from two other poles between Burrett Road and Chapnall Road. 
The Clerk informed the council that the deadline for the precept application is 31st January 2025. 
The Clerk alerted the council to two upcoming invoices, electricity in January for £419.79 and for the Scribe annual subscription for £331.20 in February.

6.4 Churchyard matters
Cllr Leach looking into the cost of new church gates. Clerk to look into the possibility if CIL funding.

6.5 Village Hall 

Cllr Woolley stated that the next village hall meeting in is next week and so he will report back after that.

Communications and Correspondence:  
None.  
7. Planning:
7.1.	To receive results of applications, decisions, appeals and enforcements.

23/01920/F Walsoken Wisbech Town Football Club Fenland Stadium Lynn Road
Walsoken WISBECH Norfolk PE14 7AL
- PROPOSED 3 DWELLINGS AND ASSOCIATED
GARAGES AND RE POSITIONING OF PARKING
Application Permitted
6 December 2024
Delegated Decision

7.2.	To receive new applications and comment. (Any applications received after the date of this agenda and before the meeting date will be considered).  

24/02080/F Walsoken
549298 312008
De-Commissioning and Removal of Old Fuel Tank and Installation of New Underground Fuel Tanks, Replacement Pumps, Sales Building Extension to provide Enhanced Toilet Provision and Associated Works
Shell Service Station
Light Lane, Walton Highway
Wisbech, Norfolk, PE14 7BF

The Clerk alerted the Council to a new planning application 24/02262/O, that was received after the agenda was sent out, details below: 
Details: Outline application for up to two proposed self build dwellings at Little East
Field Grassgate Lane Walsoken Norfolk
Cllr Woolley stated that the address on this application is incorrect and thus needs to be amended. He stated that the address should read Lynn Road, not Grassgate Lane. Clerk to email planning department about this.

8. Finance 
8.1 Approve payments, receipts, bank reconciliation and statements for December 2024 and November 24. Proposed by Cllr Clarke and seconded by Cllr Bettinson.
8.2 To approve payments for January 2025. Note, due to the early date of this meeting any payments received after the meeting will be forwarded for approval. Proposed by Cllr Clarke and seconded by Cllr Bettinson.

9. To receive items for the next agenda.
Sleight’s Drive

10. The next Meeting will be from 7.00pm on the 5th of March 2025 at the Village Hall.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending. Meeting ended at 8.20pm.





Signed ……………………….………….		Date …………….…….……
