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WALSOKEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Walsoken Parish Council Meeting held at Walsoken Village Hall
 on Wednesday the 2nd of July from 7.00pm

Present: Councillors – Fred Leach - Chair, John Woolley – Vice Chair, John Harwin, Lynn Clarke, Chris Luff, Jenny Snow, Andy Houghton, David Plant, Julian Kirk, and Chris Dawson (arrived 19:15) and Lynn Ottaviano, Parish Clerk
No members of the Public

1. Welcome by Chairman and Public Participation. No members of public present.
2. To accept apologies and reasons for absence. Apologies: Cllr. Taylor
3. To receive written applications for the office of Parish councillor and to Co-opt a candidate to fill the existing vacancy.
David Plant’s application had been circulated amongst the councillors prior to the meeting, and he fulfilled the necessary criteria. Mr Plant expressed his interest in being involved in the local community and bringing his experience to the council. No questions from the council. Proposed Cllr Harwin, seconded Cllr Luff, unanimous; Mr Plant co-opted. Declaration of Acceptance signed. Chair welcomed David.
4. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, and to consider any requests for dispensations.
Cllr. Houghton declared his interest in item 6.6 as he works for the incinerator company.
5. The notes from the meeting held on the 5th of March 2025 to be approved as minutes and signed by the Chairman. Proposed Cllr. Luff, seconded Cllr. Clarke.
6. Clerk’s report on matters outstanding: 
6.1 Biggs Road planning application - any updates
Cllr. Kirk stated that he has been in contact with planning enforcement officers who say they are monitoring the situation. Cllr. Kirk will keep council updated.
6.2 CIL funding 
Discussion about how to use CIL funds, possibly fixing trods in village on Burretgate Road. Clerk to find out costs of trod per metre and tarmac per metre from NCC. Cllr. Kirk made offer of additional funding.
6.3 Church gates research – any updates
Cllr. Leach reported that wooden gates would cost approximately £4000 including fitting. Discussion about installation of posts and location of underground pipes, to be discussed at later meeting. 
6.4 Feedback on MP visit 
MP James Wild was shown around the village and taken to “problem” areas. Clerk read out email that MP Wild had sent regarding the Broadend Road junction about no plans for a roundabout there.


6.5 Litter/dog bins
Clerk to contact council to see if they will empty the normal bin of dog waste as this is being used for such. If not, Cllr. Woolley proposed buying a dog bin for that area, seconded by Cllr. Snow. Clerk to report back at next meeting.
6.6 Incinerator community funding.
Cllr. Houghton reported about the 3 community funds available from MVV (Medworth).
· £200k available a year from the start of the build for the life of the incinerator (separate agency). 
· Discretionary fund of £4k a year (maximum £1k per bid)
· £100k allocated to NCC (of the total £400k) Section 106 funding (non-motorised users). Clerk to contact Hannah Wood-Handy at King’s Lynn Borough Council to enquire about applying for this funding.
7. To receive reports and updates from outside bodies or local organisations: 
7.1. County and Borough Councillors’ reports
Cllr. Dawson discussed CIL and the Parish Partnership fund; with local government reorganisation this fund may not be available and so anything purchased with CIL funding may have to be maintained by the council in the future. Stated that council will need a report from Highways before any work on trods begins and that Highways may not adopt said trods. Cllrs. Kirk and Dawson have funding for community projects related to loneliness and isolation. Cllr. Dawson happy to support any activities related to commemorating VJ Day.
Cllr. Kirk’s report has been previously circulated to councillors.
7.2 Churchyard matters
Churchyard is tidy. The church is trying to get lottery funding to repair the roof.
7.3 Village Hall
The village hall committee will no longer be sharing their meeting minutes with the Parish Council; this item will be taken off the agenda going forward.
8. To note any general correspondence.
 Email from MP James Wild as reported in item 6.4.
9. Highway matters – any problems to report.
Displaced drain cover in Chapnall Close; Clerk to report this.
New entrance to gypsy site on Wheatley Bank; Clerk to look into this.
Cllr. Dawson left the meeting at 20:30.
10.To note all planning applications: 
10.1To receive results of applications, decisions, appeals and enforcements.
· 25/00655/AG Walsoken Proposed Livestock Shed, Maipop Farm
· 25/00527/F Walsoken Proposed Car Port to existing dwelling 16A Lynn Road
10.2To receive new applications and comment. (Any applications received after the date of this agenda and before the meeting date will be considered).
· 25/00593/O Walsoken Outline application with some matters reserved for proposed demolition of polytunnel and creation of up to 4 dwellings, Land S 51 And NE of Road Junction with Sandy Lane 
· 25/00819/F Walsoken Replacement single storey rear extension,1 Woodlands Court
No comments.
11. Finance 
11.1 To approve payments, bank reconciliation and statements for May and June 2025.
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11.2 To approve payments for July 2025. Note, due to the early date of this meeting any payments received after the meeting will be forwarded for approval.
· Clerk’s salary
· Clerk’s expenses
· HMRC
· Grass cutting
· Light maintenance
· Bank charge

12. To receive items for the next agenda.
CIL ideas for funding
Royal Mail addresses update

13. Next Meeting will be on the 3rd of September 2025 from 7.00pm at the Village Hall.  



Signed ……………………….………….		Date …………….…….……
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9/5/25VAT refund £586.65

 12/5/25 Hall hire £38.00

14/5/25Clerk’s salary £210.47

14/5/25Clerk’s expenses £16.00

 14/5/25 HMRC £42.60

 27/5/25Light maintenance £30.00

 27/5/25Speed survey £390

    28/5/25Insurance £698.60

   30/5/25Grass cutting £233.20

 30/5/25Bank charge £6.00
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12/6/25Audit fee £65.00

13/6/25Clerk's salary £253.07

13/6/25HMRC £46.40

13/6/25Clerk's expenses £16.00

27/6/25Light maintenance £30.00

30/6/25Bank charge £6.00


